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MBA Team Effort in New and Old Ways

by Dawn Patel

Electronic mail became necessary in the way regular
mail had been generations earlier, but there are times
regular mail is the better choice.  We still need the
mailmen to deliver packages, especially those almost
late badminton tournament entry forms.  Just to get
an entry form to Bharat and I takes a very large
number of individuals doing very small but very
important tasks to complete the goal.  Most of the
time the delivery system works and we receive it in a
timely fashion.  This winter has been a more difficult
challenge depending on whether or not our mailbox is
standing and functional when the mailman arrives.  So
far we have been winning the battle with the state
snowplow driver.

No one person achieves these things.  We have many
tasks that are not finished.  As we continue to move
to the next level of quality and excellence as an
organization we need active board members, friends
and donors.  Who will move us forward with gifts,
support, praise and sage advise?  You are there.  Now
is the time to come forward with enthusiasm and
support.

There is an unprecedented shortage of MBA members
working for badminton.  You can make a difference by
making a commitment to a small task that still has a
major impact.

1.  Convince a member to save postage and
receive the FLICK electronically.
2.  Write an article for the FLICK.
3.  Push to host badminton in your state games.
4.  Use the new MBA owned net standards to put
on a demo.
5.  Volunteer to call lines at tournaments.
6.  Find a facility and let the MBA help you run a
tourney.
7.  Invite new people and assist with instructing
players in your area.
8.  Become a MBA official.
9.  Become a USAB Coach (Level 1 is free on the

USAB website now!)
10.  Foster an environment of teamwork, respect
and trust while helping badminton grow.

Tournament SWAT Teams!

By Kristin Artman

It seems like there are fewer and fewer tournaments around
the Midwest these days.  I’m sure there are a variety of
reasons for the lack of tournaments, but after discussing
the issue at the MBA Board meeting in January, the board
definitely wants to try and relieve one of these reasons –
not having all of the resources needed to run a good
tournament.

If there are people out there, who have a desire to run a
tournament (and we do need them), but just do not think
they can handle it, we would like to assist in finding the
appropriate people to help you.  We would like to say that
we would send in a SWAT team for your tournament!  In
addition, it would be great to hear from anyone that enjoys
helping or running Midwest tournaments and would like to
be of assistance in these situations.

So, if you find an available gym and would like to host a
tournament, but need some help, or would like to help
others out in those situations, be sure to let any MBA
Director know.  We are hoping that this will help increase
the number of tournaments and participation in them.

MBA Outstanding Junior Award

By Kristin Artman

At every Midwest Adult Championships tournament, the
MBA Outstanding Junior award is presented to two
outstanding badminton players under the age of 21.
These juniors are representative of good sportsmanship
and conduct both on and off court, as well as having
shown promise and progress in their badminton play.
This coming June, they will represent the Midwest at the
2003 USAB Junior Nationals in Shreveport, Louisiana.

Each of the recipients will receive a plaque with his/her
name engraved on it, an MBA t-shirt, and a plane ticket
to the US Jr. Nationals.  Any nominations can be sent to
Kristin Artman or Jessica Morgan.

NEW MBA OFFICIAL: Qin Zhu

After meeting Qin Zhu and observing his officiating talent
at the 2003 USAB Midwest Regional Classic a recom-
mendation was made to the MBA Board of Directors to
award him the MBA Official shirt.  Qin Zhu had been an
international official, as well as a player, teacher and
coach.  We welcome him with great enthusiasm.
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Tournament Calendar

MARCH 2003

Date Tournament/Location Contact Information

March 14-16 Midwest Closed Dawn & Bharat Patel
Championships 765-349-0662
Terre Haute, IN dbpatel@rnetinc.net

APRIL 2003

Date Tournament/Location Contact Information

April 5-6 Rufus Tilden Memorial/ Russ Janowski
Wisconsin Open 414-328-0176
West Allis, WI rtjanowski@ra.rockwell.com

Tentative:

April 12-13 Madison Open Hao Wang
Madison, WI hbwang@cs.wisc.edu

For updates regarding tournaments, check out the Calendar of Events
page on our website:

http://www.midwestbadminton.com

Please be aware that USAB sanctioned tournaments require you to be
a USAB member and show your card at registration or purchase a

membership.  The membership fees have increased as of Jan. 1 and
are$25 for tournament only (play in as many USAB sanctioned tourna-
ments as you wish for a year) and $30 for a regular USAB membership
(includes voting rights and new XCEL card).  USAB membership is not
the same as MBA membership.  For more information, please visit our

website:  http://www.midwestbadminton.com

As soon as your tournament/camp has been scheduled, please send
dates, location, and contact person to the Flick, and it will be listed here

at no charge to you.

Entry forms and event information will be distributed
with The Flick for a $75 fee (see left).

They will also be made available on the MBA’s website
(http://www.midwestbadminton.com) at no additional cost, unless you

specify that you do not want it to be published on the website.
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Membership Application

MBA Membership allows you to participate in

MBA Closed Championship tournaments (if you

meet residency requirements) and to be eligible

for MBA rankings (if USAB member too).  You

will receive a subscription to the MBA newslet-

ter, The Flick.  You have a choice to receive this

online or via postal service.  Check the box next

to your email address to receive the Flick online.

 Name: ___________________________________________________

 Address: _________________________________________________

 City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________

 Area Code and Phone: ______________________________________

 Birthdate: ____________  Home Club:__________________________

       Email Address: _________________________________________

 I want to (check one):

 __ Join the MBA as an individual member ($15 for year membership July - June)

 __ Get my Flick!  Please verify membership and correct info above.

 __ Be a patron for the year ($30, $50, $100... or more!  It’s tax deductible!)

 __ Make a tax deductible donation to __________________ (ex. Jr. Development)

 __ Register an MBA Club.  Please send me forms and information.

  Make check payable to Midwest Badminton Association and send to:

  MBA c/o Jessica Morgan

  2254 W. Farragut Ave. Apt. 1F    Chicago IL 60625
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2003 Classic, No Regrets!

by Dawn Patel

The Indiana Badminton Open has become a
Midwest tradition.  It does not yet compare to the
historic Ray Scott event, but we just finished our
12th annual tournament.  Bharat and I thought long
and hard about adding the regional classic event
into this same fun-filled weekend and have NO
REGRETS about our decision to include it.  We
are placing a bid to host the 2004 USAB Midwest
Badminton Classic for next January.  We always
host this tourney the weekend before Martin
Luther King Day.

We worried that the cold temps would either keep
the players away or give them a good reason to
complain, but everyone found their own unique
way of layering- a very popular fashion necessity
in the Midwest this time of year.  Luckily we had
snow with no ice.  If it is icy we might need to
provide a shuttle service from the parking lot.  It is
one thing to drive on ice and snow, but an entirely
different skill to be able to walk on it safely.  We
would hate to have any players injured just trying
to get to the gym.  Players had NO REGRETS!
They kept their spirits high.  Some even enjoyed
getting to experience it for the first time.

In my opinion, there were lots of good looking
legs on the men and women in this tournament.
It is obvious that fitness training makes a
difference in the ability and confidence of the
players.  This was a real weakness for some time
with some of our top players, but doesn’t seem to
be anymore.  It’s good to see.  All levels of
players benefit from training and enjoy seeing the
hard work yield results.  Then they have NO
REGRETS!  (We know that badminton builds the
best buns, so lunge, lunge, lunge!)

I had a great seat for the finals while I called lines.
Besides watching great players I had the
opportunity to witness a couple of unusual and
special moments.  It was fun to watch Kevin and
Ben Hussey in the new “Father and Son Line-
calling” event.  Kevin and Bruce Pontow had to
pull out of the men’s doubles draw due to an
injury Kevin got earlier that week, but Quin
Hussey competed in his first tournament and kept
2 Husseys in the draw.  I wish I had a camera to
catch the reaction of another “drafted” volunteer
lineswoman.  This young lady was signaling and
calling “out” as she watched the shuttle fly by the
baseline at her end of the court.  At the same
time Beth Sopka was signaling “in” for the

sideline next to both of them.  You would have thought that
Beth, a USAB official must be blind as a bat from the facial
expression of this young lady.  After someone from the crowd
whispered in her ear she understood they both made the
correct call and continued to do a wonderful job!  I think she
had NO REGRETS.  I really appreciate all the volunteers that
assisted with calling lines!

 A special “Thank-you” goes to all the OCBC group and
others that traveled from near and far to play hard and provide
the Midwest the opportunity to be entertained and
mesmerized  by the wonderful play.  There were many video
cameras moving around the courts trying to capture the
action.  It was very obvious that Kevin Han was the
spectators favorite, because even when the officials tried to
move his matches to other areas of the gym, strategically
placing what they thought would be the most closely fought
matches on the closest court, the crowd seemed to be
drawn to him like a magnet.  Since Kevin has trained and
lived in several places many people feel like he is
representing them.  I think Kevin has NO REGRETS about
being a good representative for the United States of America.

Classic continued on page 6
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Rufus Tilden Memorial 2003

Wisconsin Open Badminton Tournament

Sanctioned by USA Badminton.

Organized by The Greater Milwaukee Badminton Club

You must be a USA Badminton member to compete in this tournament.  Memberships may be obtained at the
tournament. ($25.00 for a Tournament Membership OR $30.00 for a Regular membership.)

USA Badminton membership cards MUST BE SHOWN when registering for the tournament.

Date: Saturday and Sunday, April 5th and 6th, 2003

Location: Nathan Hale High School Gymnasium, 11601 W. Lincoln Avenue, West Allis, WI 53227.

Format: Open, Senior (40+) and Master (50+) Singles/Doubles/Mixed Doubles.  ABCD drop-flight,
championship/consolation, or round-robin depending upon # of entries (at least 4 entries
required per event).  3x15 scoring for all matches, except 3x11 for womens singles.  Open ‘A’
1st round ‘byes’ may count as a ‘win’ for top seeds (all other ‘byes’ are not counted).  Entries
accepted in the order received; entries for doubles are considered ‘received’ upon receipt of
BOTH partners’ entries.  Maximum of 4 events per person.  Refunds only on events not held.

Entry Fees: $15 for first event, $10 each for additional events, (Maximum 4 events).  Payment must
accompany entry form.

Entry Deadline: Entries (including payment) must be postmarked by MONDAY, MARCH 24, 2003.

Awards: Prizes awarded to winners of all open, senior, & master divisions.

Misc: Shuttles will be sold for $1.50 each, free for finals.  Showers and lockers are available, bring
your own lock and towel.  Louisville Badminton Supply will provide stringing services.  Catered
lunch will be provided on Saturday.

Schedule SATURDAY SUNDAY
of Events 8:00 am Check-in/registration 9:00 am All Remaining Matches from
(Approximate) 8:30 am All Mixed Doubles Saturday & All Finals

11:00 am All Singles
12:00 pm Rufus Tilden Award
12:30 pm Resume Singles
3:00 pm All Doubles

Payment: Make checks payable to:  Greater Milwaukee Badminton Club.
Refunds only on events not held.

Send entries and checks to: For more information call/e-mail:

Russ Janowski Russ Janowski
3044 S. 54th Street (W)414.382.3291  (H)414.328.0176
Milwaukee, WI  53219 E-mail: rtjanowski@ra.rockwell.com

Directions to gym:

Take I-894.  From the north, exit at Lincoln Ave. (Exit 1E) and go west to 117th street.  From the south, exit at
National Ave. (Exit 2A) and turn left.  Go to Cleveland Ave. (2nd light) and turn right.  Go to 117th street and turn
right again.  From the hotels, go to HWY100 (108th St).  Take HWY100 south to Lincoln Ave. and turn right.
Take Lincoln Ave. to 117th street.  Enter school through the front door and go to your right towards gym.

See opposite side for map and hotel information.
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RUFUS TILDEN MEMORIAL 2002

WISCONSIN OPEN BADMINTON TOURNAMENT

Name_____________________________________ Address___________________________________________

City_______________________________ State________ Zip__________Phone___________________________

USAB#_______________Local Badminton Club________________________________Birth Date_____________

Maximum - 4 Events Rate Your Ability:    A    B    C    D Email_________________________________

Singles Doubles Mixed Doubles

M      W M    W Partner Partner

___OPEN   ___ ___OPEN___ ___________________________ ______________________________

___Senior   ___ ___Senior___ ___________________________ ______________________________

___Master  ___ ___Master___ ___________________________ ______________________________

WAIVER:  It is agreed that all entrants waive any and all claims against the Nathan Hale High School and the Greater Milwaukee

Badminton Club for injury to themselves or others, or for property loss or damage incurred during the course of the Rufus Tilden

Memorial 2003 Wisconsin Open Badminton Tournament.

Signature_____________________________________________________Date________________Amount Enclosed  $___________

---------------------------------------------(Detach and return top portion with payment by March 24, 2003)---------------------------------------

1. Best Western Midway Hotel 2. Camelot Inn 3. Days Inn-West Allis 4. Days Inn

10900 W. Bluemound Rd 251 N. Mayfair Rd1673 S. 108th St. 11811 W. Bluemound Rd

414-258-2910 414-774-3600 414-771-3399 414-771-4500

5. Exel Inn 6. Forty Winks Inn 7. Sleepy Hollow Motel 8. Westwood Hotel & Suites

115 N. Mayfair Rd 11017 W. Bluemound Rd 12600 W. Bluemound Rd 201 N. Mayfair Rd

414-257-0140 414-774-2800 262-782-8333 414-771-4400

visit http://www.mapquest.com for a better map
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Howard Bach defeated Kevin Han to take the men’s
singles title.  Then they played together to capture the
men’s doubles event.  Kevin and Howard never seemed
threatened during the tournament.  While watching
them play I became curious about what a few
measurements might tell me concerning whether
Howard or Kevin presents more of a visual block when
they are in the up and back position.  It might be that
Howard Bach is “effectively” 8’6”!  Howard is PEP-pure
explosion and power!  He is 23 years of age, actual
height of 5’6”, with his best vertical jump recorded at
35.5”.  Very impressive!  Then there is Kevin Han who
is 30 years young with his towering 6’2” frame.  We
don’t see him jump as often, but his best recorded
vertical jump is 30”.  Very impressive!  Another factor
that must be considered is arm length which I forgot to
ask Kevin and Howard to give me.  Obviously, Kevin
has Howard beat here, so Kevin probably is a bit more
of a visual block for Howard. It’s just an interesting
concept to contemplate.  Regardless, they are a great
team that is fun to watch.  I know there were NO
REGRETS for the spectators!

The men’s doubles final with “Bouncing Bach” and
“Hammering Han” against “Jumpin’ Jimmy” (Jimmy
Pohan) and “How To!” (Hao Tu) had a few exciting
moments showing the great athleticism of all 4
players, but it didn’t look like Bach and Han would
really be challenged.

The mixed event was won by Bob Malaythong and
Mesinee Mangkalakiri.  Bob and Mesinee pretty much
sailed through the matches in this tournament
defeating Mike Chanswangpuvana and Eva Lee in the
final.  Maybe if I was playing against a blind 80 year
old woman I could make a few of the deceptive moves
like Bob Malaythong.  What an incredibly gifted athlete
with such great anticipation.  He tracks the shuttle so
well enabling his hands and feet to react very quickly.
Mesinee Mangkalakiri  played very well holding up her
end of this mixed team.

The closest match of the “A” finals was the women’s
doubles.  It was such a shame that these women were
limited to the 11 point scoring format.  This time it
worked in favor of Jennifer Coleman and Eva Lee as
they took the first game 11-7 with very solid play.
Cindy Shi and Mesinee Mangkalakiri fought back from
a 7-4 deficit to win the second game.  The rallies were
hard fought, but once the second game was set
Jennifer and Eva seemed impatient and lost 3 quick
points.  The third and final game was very close when
Jennifer and Eva changed ends serving at 6-4.  The
steady smart play of these 2 young women led them to
victory.

There was a bit of Midwest prejudice for the team of
Jennifer Coleman and Eva Lee since Jennifer has such
strong Midwest connections.  She played the best and
most consistent that I have ever seen from her.  Eva
has quite a game of her own, especially for a 16 year
old.  I am sure Jennifer and Eva had NO REGRETS at
the end of that match.  Obviously, Fred Colemen was
beaming with pride as he watched his daughter
fulfilling one of her dreams right before his eyes.

It was a special treat to be able to look at the photo
album of Kevin and Cindy’s future badminton
Olympian.  What charming DNA he has!  It won’t be
long before his grip is holding a baby badminton
racket.

Cindy Shi won the women’s singles event after pulling
her game together in a semi-final 3 game match
defeating Eva Lee 3-11, 11-0, 11-3, as well as a 3
game final defeating Budiyani Setiawan 2-11, 11-3, 11-
3.  It is amazing what Cindy has accomplished in her
training just 4 ½  months after giving birth to her son.
This was her first tournament to play in as a mother,
as well as her first win as a mother.  NO REGRETS!

I enjoyed getting to meet Ruth Menchaca and Michael
Gamez from San Antonio.  Ruth is moving very well
after her ACL surgery and rehab.  I enjoyed playing
with her and look forward to seeing her game develop.
It was a pleasure meeting several new players at this
tournament.

There were many hard fought matches in the B,C,D,E
draws where winners and runner-ups received money
and t-shirts for awards.  Since this facility has 15
courts the desk crew, players, officials and spectators
were always busy.  One thing that really helps keep
everything on schedule is the campus food court just
across the street.  They provide a lot of variety for
everyone.

I want to thank the USAB, MBA, Carlton, Louisville
Badminton Supply, Indianapolis Badminton Club, and
the Indiana State University staff for their assistance
and sponsorships.  The individuals to be thanked that
assisted with the administration and running of the
desk are Bharat Patel, Len Williams, Norma Trusler,
Pam Bailey, Tony Artman, Jessica Morgan, and Elke
Haefke.  What a great group of officials we had to help
add more professionalism to the event.  Thanks again
to Chris Lawrence, Jim Greenlees, Beth Sopka, Chris
Phillips, Sunil Jinadasa, Lynn Maund, Mary Ann
Bowles, Dan Kosierowski, and Qin Zhu.

Classic continued on page 7...

Classic continued from page 3...
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Teamwork is necessary for all these people and
players to come together to make this a very
successful weekend.  It is a lot to organize, but the
trick is to always have very qualified and fun people
assisting!  NO REGRETS!

The hearts of the badminton community go out to
Erin Hois and her family after the recent loss of her
sister.  Our thoughts and prayers are with them,
especially in the Midwest.  When we give our lives to
God we have NO REGRETS!

USAB Region 2 Classic Results

A Division
MS Howard Bach def. Kevin Han 15-6, 15-3
WS Cindy Shi def. Budiyani Setiawan 2-11, 11-3, 11-3
MD Howard Bach/Kevin Han def. Jimmy Pohan/Hao
Tu 15-9, 15-6
WD Jennifer Coleman/Eva Lee def. Cindy Shi/
Mesinee Mangkalakiri 11-7, 11-13, 11-4
XD Khankham Malaythong/Mesinee Mangkalakiri def.
Mike Chansawangpuvana/Eva Lee 11-1, 11-6 (picture

to right)

“A” Consolation
MS Qin Zhu def. Gediminas Andrikonis 15-5, 15-3
WS Jennifer Coleman def. Thutao Nguyen 11-2, 11-2
MD Adam Holleran/Linh Luu def. Andre Chionh/Mark
Hecquet 15-13, 4-15, 15-5
WD Kristin Artman/Katharina Prax def. Gena Fite/
Thuthao Nguyen 11-6, 9-11, 11-6
XD Gediminas Andrikonis/Katharina Prax def. Linh
Luu /Thuthao Nguyen 11-9, 5-11, 13-12

“B” Division
MS Alex Hong def. Mark Hecquet 15-5, 15-7
WS Kristin Artman def. Jurate Sidlauskaite 11-6, 11-1
MD Kris Mack/Qin Zhu def. Tanya Sapsomboon/Scott
Shigley 15-12, 15-11
WD Mary Ann Bowles/Alice Wunderlich def. Amy
Bland/Jodie Leahey 11-2, 11-2
XD Mark Hecquet/Jennifer Milne def. Raymond Lau/
Hsin-Yue Tsai 11-6, 9-11, 11-8

“C” Division
MS Kaying Vang def. Serge Penksik 15-8, 15-2
WS Jennifer Milne def. Khaothong Sinwongsa 11-1,
12-13, 11-9
MD Masood Ali Khan/Ashok Ganeshan def. Serge
Penksik/Matt Wrobel 17-14, 15-13
WD Jurate Sidlauskaite/Jolanta Indrijaityte def.
Khaothong Sinwongsa/Tia Lee 11-6, 11-8
XD Nixon Vang/Agnes Tsang def. Matt Wrobel/Marena
Smitobol 11-5, 11-6

2004 Classic Bids Due by May 1, 2003

by Dawn Patel

It takes a lot of time, energy and love of the sport of
badminton, as well as the people that make up our
wonderful badminton community to run a USAB
Regional Classic.  The USAB has specific guidelines
that must be followed in order to qualify as a Regional
Classic tournament.  If you have good organizational
skills, good communication skills, an eye for detail and
a good group of volunteers you might consider contact-
ing the USAB about placing a bid to hold the Midwest
Regional Classic.

Bharat and I are placing a bid for the 2004 Classic
tourney.  We will be  hoping to host the event in
January at ISU in Terre Haute, IN.  If it is  really a
dream of yours to host you should be sure you have
the proper facility first and then pursue your goal.  Be
thorough in your preparation.

Classic continued from page 6... “D” Division
MS Ben Hussey def. Andrew Pukneil 15-8, 15-10
WS Melody Ji def. Jolanta Indrijaityte 11-2, 11-4
MD Kaying Vang/Nixon Vang. def. Anton Mezentsey/
Hong Sun default
WD Stephanie Mell/Marena Smitobol def. Magdalena
Upchurch/Margie Zuger 11-5, 11-8
XD Ta-Chieh Huang/Wen-Chin Yao def. Dominique
Scherrer/Melody Ji 11-6, 2-11, 11-6

“E” Division
MS Andy McCormick def. Zhijun Zhao 17-15, 15-10
WS Linda Tsai def. Agnes Tsang 11-9, 13-12
MD Dominique Scherrer/Haris Subacius def. Terry
Downey/Phil Sleet 15-10, 15-11
WD Melody Ji/Jessica Morgan def. Nessara Sukpanich/
Nutchana Sukpanich 11-5, 11-7
XD Jason Hui/Linda Tsai def. Terry Downey/Linda
Downey 11-6, 4-11, 11-4
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Thanks to our MBA Patrons

Have I forgotten you?  Let me know!

The Alwine Family
Ann Arbor Badminton Club

The Artman Family
Russ and Mary Ann Bowles

Terry and Linda Downey
K & D Graphics (Don & Gus Chew)

Chris Lawrence
John Lizza

Bill McOwen
Alan Mills

Missouri Badminton Club
Ted Moehlmann
Frank Panice

Park Ridge Badminton Club
Dawn and Bharat Patel

Don Ross
Jim Safranek
Virginia Smith

Dick Witte

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Address Correction Requested

Kevin Han and Howard Bach dominated the men’s doubles

at the Region 2 Classic.  They are pictured here (left) with

A division runner ups, Jimmy Pohan and Hao Tu.  Article

starts on page 3; results on page 7.


