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Don Ross Memorial 2009
by 

Dawn Patel

SHUTTLECOCKS CELEBRATION 
by Rajeev Trehan

GIANT
KKAANNSSAASS CCIITTYY is not exactly a hotbed of
badminton. But it does boast a badminton
landmark. On the grounds of the city’s
Nelson Atkins Museum are four giant shut-
tlecocks. I can’t be certain that they are the
largest shuttlecocks in the world but it sure
seems that way. True to artistic purposes the
shuttlecocks are ‘strewn’ in fake random
across the expansive grounds, resting at 
different angles of repose. This  presents an
interesting visual in the heart of Kansas City.
It was 15 years ago that these giant shuttle-
cocks were unveiled to  a skeptical recep-
tion--------shuttlecocks? badminton? on the
grounds of the museum? what craziness?
whose idea anyway? 

Now arguably Kansas City’s most unique land-
mark, the giant shuttlecocks are the creation of
a husband-and-wife artist team, Claes
Oldenburg( born in Sweden) and Coosje van
Bruggen( born in The  Netherlands). The 
artists were retained to create a sculpture on
the grounds of the museum. Their European
familiarity with badminton, aerial views of the
terrain, the windmills of prairie farms,  jazz
saxophonist Charlie “Bird” Parker, the
American Indian and the feathers motif, the
wings of the sphinxes at the Liberty Memorial
and who knows what else led to the germina-
tion of this idea, quite alien to the sensibilities
of this region I daresay. 

(continued on Page 7)

The tournament this year had more
participants than last year even with
the reduced numbers in the Senior
categories due to the 2009 Summer
National Senior Games going on at
the same time.  We really appreciate
the seniors who managed to do both.

Congratulations to Ilian Perez  on
winning the “A” Men’s Singles and
Deepti Reddy for “A” Women’s
Singles.   Ilian Perez and Scott Shigley
were the winning pair for “A” Men’s
Doubles.   Karen Chin and Vina
Zerlina were the winners of the 

(continuted on Page 4)

EEvveenntt ““AA”” MMeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess:: 
Winner (L) Ilian Perez, Runner Up (R) Hans Kristanto

EEvveenntt ““AA”” WWoommeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess:: 
Winner (L) Deepti Reddy, Runner Up (R) Susanne Dickey

Rajeev Trehan swatting the shuttle 
or is the shuttle swatting Rajeev? Photo courtesy of Rajeev Trehan 

All Don Ross tournament photos courtesy of Bharat Patel 
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Officers & Directors

The FLICK 
is published by the Midwest Badminton
Association bimonthly, Jan-Feb, Mar-Apr, 
May-Jun, Jul-Aug, Sep-Oct, Nov-Dec.

SSuubbmmiittttiinngg IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn::
Tournament entry forms will be printed and 
distributed with The Flick for a $75 fee. NNOOTTEE::
Fee must be received prior to printing.Website      
publishing is included in this fee. Please submit   
forms to the Editor at least eight weeks before   
your entry deadline. Tournament results and   
drawsheets should include full names of partici-
pants and match scores. An article would be   
nice, too. Send material, with no formatting, to 
the address or e-mail below. Please include your   
phone number or e-mail address.

DDeeaaddlliinneess::
Articles, entries and other material may be 
submitted at any time. But to guarantee that  
your  submission will be in the next issue, it 
should get to the editor by the 20th of the    
month prior (e.g. to be in the Mar-Apr issue, 
send by Feb 20th). Otherwise, it will be printed 
at the editor’s discretion.

AAddvveerrttiissiinngg RRaatteess ppeerr iissssuuee::
Full Page: $55 ($40 if 6 or more issues)
Half Page: $35 ($25 if 6 or more issues)
Quarter Page: $20 if 6 or more)

PPaayymmeenntt::
Make checks payable to the 

Midwest Badminton Association 
and mail to the address below.

EEddiittoorr::
Bob Ericson
7202 Omaha Trace
Omaha, NE 68122  
shuttle@inebraska.com

For updates regarding tournaments, check out the Events Calendar page on the MBA website:
wwwwww..mmiiddwweessttbbaaddmmiinnttoonn..ccoomm..

As soon as your tournament/camp has been scheduled, please send dates, location and contact person 
toThe Flick and it will be listed here at no charge to you. Entry forms and event information will be 
distributed with The Flick for a $75 fee. NOTE: Fee must be received with submitted inormation. Forms and    
information will also be made available on the MBA wesbsite (http://www.midwestbadminton.com) at no  
additional cost, unless you specify that you do not want it to be published on the website.

PPrreessiiddeenntt
Dawn Patel
5390 State Rd. 37 North
Martinsville, IN 46151
765-349-0662(H)  
FAX 765-349-0662
E-mail: dlbpatel@gmail.com
Term: 08-2011

VViiccee--PPrreessiiddeenntt EEddiittoorr--The Flick
Bob Ericson
7202 Omaha Trace
Omaha, NE 68122
402-571-6933 (H)
E-mail: shuttle@inebraska.com
Term: 06-2011

Ellery Likens
208 Mallorie Drive
Spencer, IN 47460
812-821-4328 (H)
E-mail: elikens77@hotmail.com
Term: 08-2009

Jane Wang
919 Crown Pointe Estate Dr.
Wildwood, MO  63021
636-527-5037 (H)
E-mail: jane.1.wang@pfizer.com
Term: 06-2011

Karen Chin
806 Hackberry Dr.
Arlington Hts., IL 60004
847-392-3051 (H)
E-mail: k_chin@comcast.net
Term: 07-2010

Wendy Smith
8301 Crystal Pointe Lane
Indianapolis, IN 46236
317-826-7649 (H)
E-mail: em5Smith@yahoo.com
Term: 08-2011

Robinson Cook
3648 5th Avenue South
Minneapolis MN 55409
612-618-8820
Robinson.cook@yahoo.com
Term:  08-2011

SSeeccrreettaarryy
Mary Ann Bowles
4514 Pegasus Drive
St. Louis, MO 63129
314-487-7187(H)
FAX: 360-285-2256
E-mail:maryannbowles@gmail.com
Term: 06-2011

TTrreeaassuurreerr
Alice Wunderlich
316 S. Hi Lusi Ave.
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056-3029
847-392-3537 (H)
E-mail: awunderlich@deloitte.com

Term: 08-2011
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Tournament Calendar

2010 Jerry Toms US Senior Int’l Championships
11//55//22001100 -- 11//0099//22001100 
Contact: Bob Cook & Paisan Rangsikitpho   Email: SIBT2000@gmail.com
Tel: (818) 501-0161 & (562) 858-2011
Deadline: 12/13/2009

Indiana Badminton Open
11//1155//22001100 -- 11//1177//22001100
Indiana University Health & Human Performance Building, Terre Haute, IN 
Contact: Dawn Patel   dlbpatel@gmail.com  765-349-0662
Entry Form at: midwestbadminton.comBA website
Deadline: 1/1/2010

2010 USA Badminton Adult Nationals
44//99//22001100 -- 44//1111//22001100
Contact:  Tim Mangkalakiri  Email: montri@kdgpp.com 714-639-8900



Coming to the Don Ross – 2009

It’s that time of year again to be thankful. 
What are you thankful for this year?

I know. I know. I know. I’m late with this issue. For
some reason it’s been harder than usual to get going
on it. Summer activities affected my priorities.
Foremost among them was a week sojourn back home
to Pennsylvania to attend my 50th high school
reunion. Ah, yes, that number is not a typo. What an
interesting, and humbling, experience. I saw and
talked to some folks I had’t seen in, oh, I hate to say
it–50-years! Wow! If you’ve not experienced your 50th
yet, don’t miss it. 

“Is that you?” discussions were rampant at the get-
acquainted session Friday night. “You haven’t changed
one bit!”Or, in a lot of cases when talking to someone, 
I had to whisper, “pssssst, who’s that over there talking
to so-and-so? Really! Sheesh!” During several of those
get reacquainted sessions fellow old grads said that if
an award was to be given for the person who was “the
best in shape looking  old grad,” that I’d win hands
down. “Hey, thanks;  thank you, keep saying it,” I told
them. “How do you do it,” they queried? Hmmmmm.
What do I say? Didn’t take me long to find the answer:
“eating right, less salt intake (really hard to do some-
times as you well know), being outdoors year-round
taking care of our sheep (shoveling you know what),
plowing snow, and skiing. But the real reason was
playing badminton on a regular basis.” “Badminton?”
they said somewhat incredulously. “Yep, playing bad-
minton,” I repeated. “Tournaments, and especially,
with the international players–all significantly younger
than me.”

I was reminded of that again this past week end after a
very strenuous workout with the Chinese and Indian
guys at the University of Neraska at Omaha.  Haven’t
played like that since my last tournament. Whew!  Did
wonders for my blood pressure. “Thanks guys.
Thanks for forcing me to raise my level of play; not bad
for an old fart, right?” Nevertheless, I enjoyed it
tremendously. I have a lot be thankful for.  I am sure
that you do too. Badminton ranks pretty high on my
list. The sport has been good to me/for me. How
about you? What’s it done for you? Let The Flick know.

Time 
for 
you 
to 
return 
my 
serve.

Love all, play.

My Serve:
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(Continued on Page 7)

by 
Ken Blackshaw

For the Blackshaws, the journey starts in
Englewood, Florida with an hour and a half
drive to the Tampa Airport where the folks at
Southwest Air have arranged for us to fly to
Louisville. But our Don Ross journey begins
long before that. We must go back to the
beginning of the Don Ross, April 2005.

We were at our home on Nantucket Island. It
was early April and we were thinking about
the upcoming Daffodil Festival when Don
would be coming to the island to visit us as
he’d been doing for years. Don truly loved
automobiles and every year there’d be an
antique and classic car show with around
100 cars. In addition to the visiting, 
jogging on Nantucket’s trails, and tipping
some Newcastles, we would always spend a
few hours on Saturday morning walking up
and down Main St. looking at the cars.

The phone rang and Cindy picked it up. 
I heard her exchange some pleasantries
with someone and then heard her voice
change. I looked up as she was walking toward
me holding the phone out as she said to me,
“Don is dead.” It was Steve Clark, Don’s estate
executor in Indy, whose sad task it was to call
Don’s close friends and give them the news.

It was a very black day, but it caused Don’s
many dear friends across our country to think
about ways we could keep Don in our memory.
I believe the first I heard of the idea for a
memorial tournament came from Sue
Wieloch, in Atlanta, GA. Don lived in the
Atlanta area for over ten years in the 80s and
90s and he became a central part of our club.
Sue Wieloch and the Atlanta crew put the first
“Don Ross” together in the summer of 2005
and held it again in August of 2006.

Over the years Don and I had many wonderful
singles bashes, most of which he won, but
often after we were tied at 14 all, 15 all, etc.,
(remember before rally scoring?) he would
saunter to the net and say, “What a great game
this has been. With all this wonderful play
there should be no winners or losers. Let’s just
go and hoist a Newcastle Brown Ale!” Don and
I partnered in many tournaments and he and I
also logged hundreds of miles running in vari-
ous road races. He and I ran at least ten
Atlanta Peachtree 10Ks together and a group
still gets together every July 4 to do the same,
thinking of Mr. Ross as we do so.

My wife, Cindy, a casual badminton player,
often partnered with Don during our weekly
play sessions. She learned that if she covered
her front quarter of the court near the net,
Don would take the rest. I must point out that
later on when she played mixed with me (Ken),
I often heard, “Donald would have gotten that
shot,” after the shuttle was resting on the court
on our side.

All these memories were in our minds as Cindy
and I arrived in Louisville last Friday afternoon
for our 5th Don Ross Memorial. For the past
years, the wonderful folks at Mid-west
Badminton have organized and run this tour-
nament. The gymnasium at the University of
Louisville is a superb venue for badminton.
Twelve courts are laid out in precise bad-
minton fashion, nice high ceilings, no nasty air
currents to disturb shuttle flight and no stray
sunbeams hitting your eyes.

Don always promoted the idea of badminton
as a “Lifetime Sport.” He loved the fact that if
you stayed with the game you could play it into
your eighth or ninth decade of life (alas, not for
him - Don passed away at age 56). As such, the
tradition of the Don Ross Memorial is that sen-
iors are welcomed and where possible the age
brackets are set up in such a way that they can
compete with other veterans of the sport.

This makes me think of my good friend James
Lott down in Atlanta. I remember him coming
out to play in the early Don Ross Tournaments
although he had not been able to play often or
practice much. “Don would have wanted me
out here playing.” James told me, “And here I
am.” The game of badminton is not just about 
winning or losing, it is about being out there,
playing your best, and helping those around 

Ken & Cindy Blackshaw



Don Ross Results 
Event “A” Winner Runner-Up
MMeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess Ilian Perez Hans Kristanto 21-11, 21-12
WWoommeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess Deepti Reddy Susanne Dickey 21-5, 21-6
MMeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess Ilian Perez Ho-Ting Chang 16-21, 12-21, 21-19

Scott Shigley Xiaoming Zhang
WWoommeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess Karen Chin Donna MacDuff 21-17, 21-19

Vina Zerlina Deepti Reddy 
MMiixxeedd DDoouubblleess Ho-Ting Chang Xiaoming Zhang Def

Mary Ann Bowles Deepti  Reddy

Event “B” 
MMeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess Shabaz Manawar Jason Meyer 12-21, 21-16, 21-15
WWoommeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess Wanjing Rao Ashley Lepcin Def
MMeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess E. Danwanichakui T. Kinjawadekar 21-18, 19-21, 21-15

T. Wuttisak S. Chakrabarti
WWoommeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess Susanne Dickey Ashley Lepcin Def

Archana Arora Alice Wunderlich
MMiixxeedd DDoouubblleess Takeshi Furudoi T. Kinjawadekar 14-21, 24-22, 21-9

Katsumi Ukita Jennifer Lai

Event “C”
MMeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess Tanesh Bansai Tracy Dunn 21-17, 21-19 
WWoommeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess Archana Arora Jennifer Meyer 16-21, 21-17, 21-10
MMeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess Ishwinder Arora K. Tachampa 21-20, 21-18

Rohit Thadani P. Samphaongoen
WWoommeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess Mary Ann Bowles Teri Chu 21-12, 21-13

Linda Downey Norma Trusler
MMiixxeedd DDoouubblleess E. Danwanichakui Ing Hai Koh 21-15, 18-21, 21-17

Donna MacDuff Rhonda Cham

Event “D”
MMeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess James Huang Vaibhav Sehgal 21-18, 21-19
WWoommeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess Jane Piepenburg Karina Kornobis W.O.
MMeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess Jian-You Lin George Daley 21-14, 14-21, 21-14

Jason Jih Steven Ye
WWoommeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess Lu Lao Lin Chiu 24-22, 21-9

Jayne Piepenburg Wenxia Wu
MMiixxeedd DDoouubblleess P. Samphaongoen K. Tachampa 21-18, 16-21, 21-12

Yi Jin P. Panajchariya

Event “35”
MMeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess Jimmy Ye R. Gudibanda 12-21, 21-17, def
MMeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess ((RRRR)) Takeshi Furudoi Ishwinder Arora 21-8, 21-12

Ing Hai Koh Wei Huang
MMiixxeedd DDoouubblleess Takeshi Furudoi Chenyu Jiang 21-17, 21-9

Katsumi Ukita Jui O Juang

Event “40” 
MMeenn’’ss SSiinngglleess ((RRRR)) Jimmy Ye Philip Rogers 21-5, 22-20
MMeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess George Daley Ken Blackshaw 21-14, 21-12

Steve Ye Philip Rogers
WWoommeenn’’ss DDbblleess ((RRRR)) Alice Wunderlich Mary Ann Bowles 21-19, 23-1

Norma Trusler Linda Downey
MMiixxeedd DDoouubblleess ((RRRR)) Derek Lee Robert Powell 21-16, 21-18

Rhonda Cham Alice Wunderlich

Event “50”
WWoommeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess Mary Ann Bowles Lin Chiu 23-21, 21-14

Linda Downey Cindy Guan
MMiixxeedd DDoouubblleess George Daley Robert Powell 22-20, 21-12

Cindy Guan Alice Wunderlich

Event “50” Consolation
MMiixxeedd DDoouubblleess Steven Ye Gong Zhou 16-21, 21-16, 21-15

Lin Chiu Christine Chang

Event “50” Consolation
MMeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess Terry Downey Anatoly Berdichevsky      21-15, 21-17

Robert Powell Charles Norton

University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky  August 14-16, 2009

(continued from Page 1)

“A” Women’s Doubles.  Ho-Ting Chang and Mary
Ann Bowles were the “A” Mixed Doubles champi-
ons.  Congratulations to all the winners in all the
events and better luck next time for all the finalists
and participants. 

The MBA does a random drawing from the partici-
pants at the MBA Championships tournaments, at
this tournament participants from outside the MBA
region are allowed to play in the Open and the
Seniors.  Congratulations to the winners of the
MBA fleece throws: Jennifer Lai (Ohio) for the
Seniors and Ho-Ting Chang (Missouri) for the Open
draws.

Cindy and Ken had already booked a room at the
restaurant for the Saturday evenings get together
and put a signup sheet at the tournament.  Once the
dinner was finished, the Don Ross Trifle (thanks to
Alison Ewart for another great job) was dished out
by Cindy to all present.  Philip Rogers transported
what was left of the trifle to the gym the next day in
a bright red beautiful little sports car, for sharing
with all those unable to make the get together the
previous night.              (Continued on Page 5)

(L): Scott Shigley, (R) Ilian Perez

(L): Xiaoming Zhang, (R) Ho Ting Chang

(L to R) Runners Up Donna MacDuff/Deepti Reddy;
Winners: Karen Chin/Vina Zerlina

EEvveenntt ““AA”” WWoommeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess

EEvveenntt ““AA”” MMeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess Winners: 

EEvveenntt ““AA”” MMeenn’’ss DDoouubblleess Runners Up
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15TH Birthday 
for the ST. LOUIS Gateway Club
By Mary Ann Bowles

The year was 1994, and the St. Louis Olympic Festival badminton competition
came to Fontbonne College.  Russ and Mary Ann Bowles hosted the tournament,
and when it ended, they had 125 people who wanted to learn to play the sport.  

A facility in the St. Louis area was sought-at least twenty venues were inspected—
and the club ended up at John F. Kennedy High School in the West county area.  A
three-court gym was the site for the first club night with 40 people eager to play.
As the club settled in, it expanded to the main school gym with a wooden floor
and four courts.  The club hosted several tournaments, and enjoyed the venue
until 2001 when the school outgrew the club and needed the gym space.  

Rainbow Village was the new site for the club in a two-court gym.  The players
have become a combination of skilled Senior Olympians, tournament players, and
recreational players, along with a collection of junior players from 6 to 13.
Doubles and mixed doubles are the games, players going on and off the courts
each Monday night.  Charter members were Deborah Artman, Kristin Artman,
Renee Artman, Elly Bhuyan, Sal Paez, Kevin Ross, Jim Sovar, Bo Sturhahn, and
Harumi Suzuki.  

An annual summer badminton get-together has been a part of the club schedule,
thanks to Elly Bhuyan who graciously hosts the event, and prepares many deli-
cious Indian dishes for the attendees.  She was the impetus behind the club’s spon-
sorship of the 2008 MBA Senior Championships held at the Gateway Elementary
School in the city of St. Louis.  Thanks to all who have supported the club over the
past fifteen years, and we look forward  to many more good years on court.  v

(continued from opposite Page)

As we were leaving the Hilton Garden Inn
early Sunday morning to go to the gym we
noticed people in the parking lot drooling
over Philip’s car, we thought it would be nice
to have T-Shirts that said, “My friend drives a
Lotus!”   

We wish speedy recovery to Karina Kornobis,
Raghunath Gudibanda (both of Kentucky)
and Xiaoming Zhang (Missouri) from their
injuries.

We hope everyone enjoyed the play and cama- 

Gateway Club Members Gateway Club Junior Members

TTHHAANNKKSS TTOO::
1.   Norma Trusler
2.   Cynthia & Ken Blackshaw
3.   Bob Ericson
4.   Louisville Badminton Supply: 

Bobbie & Charles Norton
5.   David Hatfield 

University of Louisville
6.   Alison Ewart
7.   MBA Board of Director’s 
8.   All the people that kept food &

drinks out of the gym!
9.   Hilton Garden Inn

EEvveenntt ““AA”” MMiixxeedd DDoouubblleess 
(L to R) Runner Up:  Xiaoming Zhang, Deepti Reddy;

Winners(R) Mary Ann Bowles/Ho Ting Chang

Ed Note:
I wrote to Harry and asked him how he was doing after his surgery 
and received the following reply:

Bob,
I'm doing fine-surgery went well. I may have left it a little late as there is
microscopic invasion outside the prostate. I'll have radiation sometime next
year to treat that. Here's something that happened which I found very 
amusing although maybe you had to be there.

Dear Friends,
I couldn’t let this pass without sharing it with you. My Prostate surgery 
was done under a general anesthetic. When  I came out of it I thought 
I was playing a game of badminton singles. My opponents court was 
divided into 9 squares, three rows of three, similar to a checkerboard. 
Every time I hit the bird into one of the
squares and she returned it (it turned out 
to be my wife) that square changed color
and was closed to me. As I came to full
consciousness there were only three squares
left and I could see from my position on 
the court that if I hit the bird to any one 
of them my opponent  would immediately
put it away – so my first words were 
“I don’t know where to hit it.”Some people
think that’s my usual game but those are
not my usual first words...

Harry

Photos 
provided 

by 
Mary 
Ann 

Bowles

Photo by Bob Ericson

raderie & will make plans to
attend the Don Ross Memorial
tournament next year. v



MMBBAA MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp allows you to participate in MMBBAA Closed Championship 
tournaments (if you meet residency requirement) and to be eligible for MMBBAA rankings
(if a USAB member also). You will receive a subscription to this MMBBAA newsletter, 
The Flick. You have a choice to receive this online or via postal service. Check the box     
next to your email address to receive The Flick online.

NNaammee ________________________________________________________

AAddddrreessss ______________________________________________________

CCiittyy _____________________  SSttaattee ______________  ZZiipp __________

BBiirrtthhddaayy _______________  HHoommee CClluubb ____________________

o EEmmaaiill _______________________________

II wwaanntt ttoo (check one):

____  Join the MBA as an individual member ($15.00 for yearly membership, July-June)

____  Get my Flick. Please verify membership and correct info above.

____  Be a patron for the year ($30.00, $50.00, $100.00 ... or more! It’s tax deductible!)

____  Make a tax deductible donation to ______________________

____  Register an MBA Club. Please send me forms and information.

MMaakkee cchheecckk ppaayyaabbllee ttoo Midwest Badminton Association aanndd sseenndd ttoo:
MBA c/o Mary Ann Bowles
4514 Pegasus Dr.
St. Louis, MO  68129

Japanese Club Member Stays in TouchSummer training at
Smash City 
in San Francisco
by James Huang

This summer, my brother (Michael Huang) and I
were able to take part in over a week of training at
Smash City in San Francisco. This training occurred
the week before the Jr. Nationals and consisted of
their summer camp and Elite1 training. The majori-
ty of the training happened to be playing practice
matches against other players because it was the
week before the Jr. Nationals, but there were also
other sorts of training like playing 2 on 1 matches,
consistency drills, running, minor strength training,
and footwork drills. The running often came before
training as a warm-up, or as punishment for losing
to someone; you should not have lost to, such as
when playing 2 on 1. This was a great experience
since I was able to play many matches against kids
my age and level before the Jr. Nationals. At home, 
I am not able to play these kinds of matches since
there are practically no other juniors living in my
area. This experience allowed me to get to know
other kids playing badminton, make new friends,
and to gauge my own level by comparing myself to
them.

All the people there were great and good at bad-
minton. The average level of the badminton players
in CA are much higher than the level here in
Midwest. The main coach for the camp was Holvy
DePauw. He was previously on the Indonesian
National Team. He won several tournaments such
as the Wilson Boston Open where he beat Raju Rai.
There were also many other kids, some of who I
knew. All the kids even of different age groups
trained together and played based on their skill
level. In addition, some kids who were training in
Indonesia to prepare for the Jr. Nationals came back
and started to train with us. I was able to play with
many people from various age groups and I was
able to figure that I was good in doubles compared
to many of them, but was lacking in singles tech-
nique compared to them. This I figured would be
true since back in the Midwest I end up playing
doubles all since no one wants to play singles in my
club (my club players are all adults and most time
short of the court for singles as well). I also learned
that when players are training over there, kids can
improve very quickly since my doubles partner was
rather weak last year, but dramatically improved
and he is very good in singles now. I also believe
that I was able to improve quite a bit since now, I
feel more comfortable doing various shots and
while playing matches. I also had the opportunity to
take a private lesson with Holvy, and he helped my
doubles partner and I improve greatly. He taught us
a different form of rotation that I was used to, and
helped us on our footwork and how to attack. After
that lesson, we were able to beat other pairs that we
lost to earlier. 

I felt that it was a great experience for me to partici-
pate in the badminton camp like this. After the
camp not only I improved my badminton 

Internationally, Japanese
badminton players are
becoming more famous as
they climb into the top ranks
of world-class players.

This is just one story of a
friendship cultivated on the
badminton court.  

Does your club have similar
stories?  

Tell us about them!v
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Back in 1994 when the St.
Louis Gateway Badminton
Club opened its doors to
players, Harumi Suzuki from
Japan, a little lady in her
40’s, walked in the door.  She
and her family had moved to
St. Louis and she was looking
for a badminton club, having
enjoyed the sport in Japan.
Harumi played with the club
for six or seven years, and
sometimes brought her
teenage daughter Mina to hit
as well.

The call to return to Japan
came to Harumi and her
family in 2001, and the local
club celebrated Harumi’s
time with the club.  She
promised to stay in touch as
did club members.  Through
this decade, some club mem-
bers have been exchanging
holiday cards and various
notes with Harumi.  Is she
still playing badminton?  
You bet! Mina and her two
brothers, Yuta and Keita, are
adults now. 

by 
Mary Ann Bowles

skills (footwork and strategies for single and doubles), but also I met
lots of old friends as well as made lots of new friends. I wish I can go
Smash City Badminton Club to train again next year. v

MBA
Midwest

Badminton Association
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Giant Shuttlecocks Celebration  ( from Page 1)

Oldenburg and van Bruggen imagined the
shuttlecocks as pieces of a game played by
giants. It consists of four monumental
birdies arranged on a 22-acre badminton
court of sorts with the museum building as
the net.  Each shuttlecock stands 18 feet tall
and weighs 5500 pounds. Installed in 1994
these works of art called for a 15th anniver-
sary celebration which was scheduled for
the afternoon of July 19, 2009 on the muse-
um lawns.  

And a celebration it was with a couple of
open air badminton courts set up for the
occasion,
a puppet show, hordes of kids trying their

hand at the game and a summer picnic
atmosphere. The badminton community of
greater Kansas City( including Lawrence,
KS) was on hand in museum-issued orange
polo shirts looking quite the demonstration
team. 

Those who haven’t yet seen the giant shut-
tlecocks, come on down to Kansas City, MO,  
get some pictures and take in the excellent
museum. 

Kansas Badminton would like to thank the
Nelson Atkins Museum and Mary Ann
Bowles for getting in touch and allowing us
to celebrate this unusual work of art devot-
ed to our favorite sport. v

(Continued from Coming  to the Don Ross, Page 3)

you do the same. It is a “Lifetime Sport” and it
is about lifetime friends.

In past years, Cindy and I have been very
active in the tournament, helping with sign-in
and registration, and also calling matches and
helping to run the tournament desk. This was
a different year because both Dawn and Bharat
Patel were injured and with Norma and Bob
Ericson’s help, they handled all these tasks. 

Our duties this year involved arranging for the
tournament hotel, and compiling and printing
out the Don Ross picture album so that the
many young players new to the Don Ross con-
cept could have some idea what the man
looked like. We also were responsible for coor-
dinating the Saturday night ‘after play’ party at
the Hall of Fame Restaurant.

Here I must point out another part of the Don
Ross tradition that may seem alien to many of
you. It’s not just playing badminton. It is
social. Don loved to get together with other
players after play was done and sit down, drink
a beverage, perhaps have a bite to eat, and get
to know what people were like. It was part of
building lifetime friendships and creating a
badminton community. That is one of the rea-
sons that his sudden departure from this plan-
et created such a gap in the lives of people who
knew him. So the party associated with the
Don Ross is not just a frill. It is a major part of
celebrating the life of a man so many of us
loved and who did so much for the sport of
badminton. 

Another tradition associated with the party is
the TRIFLE! If you are not from the British
Isles, you probably have no idea what a TRI-
FLE is. I’ll insert here what Wikipedia tells us
about trifles.

A trifle is a dessert dish made from thick (or
often solidified) custard, fruit, sponge cake,
fruit juice or, more recently, gelatin, and
whipped cream. These ingredients are usually
arranged in layers with fruit and sponge on the
bottom, and custard and cream on top.

I have to point out that in the tradition of good
fun and fellowship, alcoholic spirits are added
to the lower layers of fruit and sponge. If you
want to have your trifle and avoid the booze,
stick to the upper layers.

Mid-west Badminton is so fortunate to have a
dear friend in Louisville, Alison, a person who
knows about trifle and follows Don Ross’ very
precise and thorough recipe (available on the
internet) to produce a wonderful concoction
each year. Charles and Bobbie Norton coordi-
nate with Alison and help us get this huge
bowl (packed in ice) to the party each year. 

Try as we might, we can’t consume all of it on
Saturday night, so the remainder is kept refrig-
erated and then transported to the play venue
with bowls, spoons, and napkins to provide
quick energy or consolation, as appropriate,
during the play of the final matches on
Sunday.

This year I regret to say there were not as many
senior players at the Don Ross. There was
plenty of excellent open play and the ABCD
format encourages that. I’m sure you will read
about tournament results, winners and run-
ners up, elsewhere in this newsletter.

For me, I was pleased to play doubles in several
events. I could have used a few more games,
but my offers as a “blind date” didn’t attract
attention. Perhaps I’ll try Craig’s List next year.
But I got to play with some good partners and
also against some good competition. I also got
to see some excellent ‘open’ play and remem-
ber what the game can look like when being
played by young folks who feel they are inde-
structible! I had the honor of keeping score for
the Open Men’s Doubles Final, a great three-
game match that thoroughly tested my periph-
eral vision as the shuttled zinged back and
forth from one side to the other.

Next year we will do the Don Ross Memorial
again. I hope more of you will take advantage
of the excellent deal we will arrange at the
tournament hotel. The Hilton Garden is a
beautiful facility and the price they offer us,
along with a cut-rate price on the tasty, cooked
to order, full breakfast, makes it a great spot to
rest and recuperate from the day’s play. 

I write this on the Monday following the event.
Staying an extra day is one of the fringe bene-
fits of being a retired person. Also, as a writer,
I can do my work anywhere, any time, as long
as a computer is near. At age 68 I am glad to
report that badminton is still a ‘lifetime sport’
for me, and with luck I’ll be able to keep play-
ing for years in the best Don Ross tradition. v

Yi Zhang teaching unknown little girl to serve
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 Indiana Badminton Open Sanctioned by the USA Badminton 
January 15-17, 2010 

TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA       
Sponsored by Indiana State University, Yonex.           

  

VENUE 
Indiana State University, Health & Human Performance Bldg. (Rec. Center), Arena: North Gym 
5th St., Terre Haute, Indiana 47809 
 
FORMAT 
MS, WS, MD, WD, and XD.  Format will be “ABCD” Drop flight.   
Scoring: 3 x 21 Rally Point for all matches. 
AWARDS 
Medals & T-Shirts 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
Open to currently registered members of the USABadminton.  USAB memberships may be purchased at the desk; 
$30.00 regular member.   
 
REGISTRATION & FEES 
The entry fee is $25.00 for the 1st event and $15.00 for each additional event.   
  
Entries will not be refunded if canceled after January 8, 2010. 
 
Complete application and mail with fees, postmarked no later than Friday, January 1, 2010.   
Payment MUST be included with entry form. 
Make check payable to Bharat Patel.   
For information contact Dawn or Bharat Patel, Tournament Directors: bharatbpatel@hotmail.com  
                                                                                Cell phone # 317-506-1196  
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS   
Friday, January 15  Registration/Warm-up, 6:30 pm; MS/WS, 7:00 pm 
Saturday, January 16             Registration/Warm-up, 8:30 am; MD/WD, 9:00 am 
    XD to follow Doubles   
Sunday, January 17  Remaining Matches begin, 9:00 am 
    “B” “C” & “D” Singles/Doubles Finals, 10:00 am 
    “A” Finals (Order of finals: To be announced). 
                                               Events should conclude by 4 PM. 
 
Yonex has provided items for raffle. 
 
LODGING  
Tournament hotels: Drury Inn, 3040 South US Highway 41, Terre Haute, IN 47802. (less than 15 mins. to Gym.) To 
reserve online, go to www.druryhotels.com, click on Book it Fast, then enter group number 2072536. 
Please call 1-800-325-0720 to make your individual group reservations.  Please specify the Hotel location and 
reference your Group Name “Badminton”. Rate: $78/night + Tax (up to 4 people). Includes a Hot Quick Start 
breakfast + Free Long Distance One Hour Every Room, Every Night.   
Peartree Inn (next to Drury Inn) same phone as above group number 2072538. Rate $62.00/night + Tax (up to 4 
people) specify Badminton.   Includes continental breakfast. 
These rates are good through January 2, 2010.  
 
Visit the following link for directions to Indiana State University: http://www.indstate.edu/visiting/campus_map.htm 
 
From I 70 head North on US 41, take a right on Chestnut St. at the second stop sign (5th St.) take a left.  The entrance to 
the Gym is in the middle of the building on the left.  Parking is further north on the left 
 



 

ENTRY DEADLINE 
POSTMARKED BY Friday, January 1, 2010.  

 

 First Name_______________________________________ Last  
Name ____________________________________ 

 Address_____________________________________ City______________________________________ 

 State___________ Zip _________________________ Phone(s)__________________Cell________________ 

 USAB#_______________ Exp Date ______________            Date of Birth _______________ Gender:  M   /   F 
 
 Email:______________________________________________ Home Club________________________________ 

 
 

Singles Doubles Mixed Doubles 
Men   Women Men   Women Partner Partner (or Request male, female) 

____ ABCD ___ ___ ABCD ____ ____________________ __________________________________ABCD 
 
 
Rate your ability for each event by circling the proper letter. This will help us make the draw.  
 
Adult Unisex T-Shirt Size:  S____  M____   L____   XL____    2XL____  3XL____             
 
Ladies T-Shirt Size :            S____  M____   L____   XL____    2XL____  3XL____                              
 
Total Events entered: _____  $25 for the first event, $15 for each additional event.  
 
Applicable USAB fees:____$30 regular USAB fee (must pay if you don't have USAB#) 
 
 Extra T-Shirts $5 each: Total $ ______Adult Unisex S____  M____   L____   XL____    2XL____  3XL____                         
 
Extra T-Shirts $5 each:  Total $________Ladies S____  M____   L____   XL____    2XL____  3XL____                              
 
Total Amount Enclosed: $_____________  
 
Make Checks payable to:     BHARAT  PATEL 
Mail Entry to: Bharat Patel  5390 State Road 37 N.,  Martinsville, IN 46151 
 
 
RELEASE 
By signing this entry application, I agree to comply with all the rules of the Indiana Badminton Open, and waive any and all 
claims, which may arise from my participation in the tournament.  In consideration of my being permitted to participate in this 
athletic event, I, the person named below, release and forever discharge the USA Badminton, the Indianapolis Badminton Club, 
Indiana State University, Yonex and all administrators and hold harmless any and all participants in this event for any and all 
bodily injury to myself or others, or for damage to, or loss of my property incurred during the Indiana Badminton Open.  I have 
read this agreement, understand its purposes and wholly agree to its terms. 
 
Player Signature_________________________________________________  Date___________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature (If minor)_________________________________ Date___________________________________ 



 
 

WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY 
 

Note: This form must be read and signed before the participant is permitted to take part in event sessions.  By signing this agreement, 
the participant affirms having read it.   
 
In consideration of my involvement at the _ Indiana Badminton Open _ under the auspices of USA Badminton and Indiana 
State University, I acknowledge, appreciate, and agree that:  
 

1. I risk bodily injury, including paralysis, dismemberment, disability, and death, and while particular rules of the sport, 
equipment, and discipline may reduce this risk, this risk of injury does exist, as well as the risk of damage to or loss of 
property.   

2. I knowingly and freely assume all such risk; both known and unknown, even if arising from the negligence of the releases 
of others;  

3. I willingly agree to comply with the state and customary terms and conditions for participation.  If, however, I observe 
any unusual or unnecessary hazard during my presence or participation or if I observe any concern in my readiness for 
participation, I will immediately bring such to the attention of the nearest official and refrain from participation; and 

3a.  I, for myself, and on behalf of my heirs, assigns, personal representatives and next of kin, herby release, hold harmless 
and promise not to sue USA Badminton, the committee, their sponsors, their officers, volunteers, staff, sponsors and/or 
agents, (“releasees”) with respect to any and all injury and loss arising from my participation, whether caused by the 
negligence of the releasees, the condition of the premises or otherwise, except that which is the result of gross negligence 
or wanton misconduct, to the fullest extent permitted by law.  

4. I agree to be bound by the rules and regulations of the International Badminton Federation and those of USA Badminton 
and I hereby stipulate that I am eligible to play in the events for which I am applying and that I understand that the above 
mentioned make no representation or warranty with respect to the condition of the premises or the operation of the event.   

5. I hereby grant to USA Badminton, it’s licensees and contractees including photographers, television and motion picture 
rights including to film or videotape me during matches, narratives, personal interviews, or comment thereon for any and 
all commercial, news or other purposes together with the right to transfer or grant their rights to others, all without 
remuneration or compensation to me whatsoever.    

 
I have read this Release of Liability and Waiver Agreement, fully and understand the terms, understand that I have given 
up substantial rights by signing it, and sign it freely and voluntarily without any inducement.  And I further acknowledge 
by there presents that I am aware that DRUG TESTING may occur at this event.   
 
___________________________________________                   ______________________________________ 
Participant’s Signature      Membership Number  
___________________________________________                   ______________________________________ 
Participants Name (Printed)      Date of Signature 
 
 

For Participants of Minority Age  
This is to certify that I/We as parent(s)/ guardian(s) with legal responsibility for this participant, do consent and agree not only to 
his/her release, but also for myself, ourselves and my/our child involvement as stated above, EVEN IF ARISING FROM THE 
NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES, to the fullest extent permitted by law. 
 
___________________________________________                   ______________________________________ 
Parent(s)’s/ Guardian(s)’s Signature(s)    Date of Signature 
___________________________________________                   ______________________________________ 
Participants Name (Printed)      Membership Number 
Emergency Information 
 
Contact:____________________________________Telephone No.____________________ 


